THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
was preparing to make a last desperate effort to melt
his stony heart by spending the night stretched out on
his door-mat. What transpired between them is un-
known. But next morning the lawyers, arriving with
the papers, found her sitting on his knee in fits of
kughter, feeding him with small scraps of bread and
butter. The Deed of Separation was a dead letter.
What was the reason for this surprising change of
heart? Caroline no doubt thought it was simply love.
And it is true that all his sufferings at her hands had not
succeeded in driving her image wholly from William's
heart. The same incurable immaturity of spirit which
made her behave so childishly, also kept her charm
fresh. When for a moment the storm clouds of hys-
teria parted, it sparkled out as waywardly captivating
as ever: and against his will, William responded to it,
But it would seem that his volte-face was due primar-
ily to other and more complex motives. Dislike of the
unpleasant had something to do with it; he could not
bring himself to face the agonizing ordeal of a final
scene of farewell He felt guilty too; at the back of
his mind lurked an uneasy feeling that his carelessness
during the early days of their marriage was partly
responsible for her present collapse. But strangely
enough, he was most of all affected by Glenarvon.
He might say, in the first heat of anger, that he never
meant to see her again: but when the full storm broke,
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